Summer Fete at Kington St. Michael Manor
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1

INTRODUCTION

HISTORY
Kington St Michael is a Parish in North Wiltshire situated to the north-west of Chippenham. It is
bounded by the M4 to the north, the A350 to the east and Yatton Keynell Parish to the west. The
southern part of the village and the fields adjacent, including Tor Hill, are the subject of a

Map of Kington St. Michael circa 1895

Conservation Order.
The Parish, which has long been established, comprises the village of Kington St. Michael and
outlying hamlets and farms. In 934 King Athelstan bestowed a large part of the Parish of Kingtone
to one of his officers, Atheline. It is mentioned in the Domesday Book as being worth 30 shillings
containing a mill, held by Alwine for the Church at Glastonbury. The name Kingtone subsequently
changed to Kington Monachorum or Moyne with the connections to Glastonbury Abbey, and
sometimes Minchin Kington due to its connection with the Benedictine Priory of St Mary to the
north-west of the village. It finally became Kington St Michael in about 1280 when the church was
dedicated to St Michael and All Angels.
The Priory of St Mary, founded prior to 1155, continued until the reformation, the last Prioress
being noted in 1534. It was under the Salisbury diocese and supported 8 to 9 Nuns.
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Lay members, pensioners and young women being taught needlework, confectionery, surgery,
physics, writing and drawing increased the establishment to some 70 persons. It also included a
dwelling for 2 pauper women. It was reduced in size at the Reformation to 4 Nuns. It is said that a
ghost of a nun walks the Priory at 1.30 every morning.
In 1582 The Plague caused 18 deaths between the 4th May to 6th August. It was noted that the
village street became green with grass due to the lack of traffic at that time.
Kington St Michael’s most notable sons were John Aubrey, born 1626 at Easton Piercy and John
Britten born 1771 in the village. Isaac Lyte, possibly related to John Aubrey, and an Alderman of
London, left £600 in his will in 1673 for the construction of the Almshouses and allotments
founded in 1675 that are still in use to this day.
Kington St Michael is mentioned in Kilvert’s Diaries in the nineteenth century. The Manor House
had been home to a number of families over the years, was rebuilt about 1864 and finally became
the home of the Prodgers family. Squire Prodgers was renowned for his size and spirit. When he
quarrelled with the vicar he had the small outhouse built, still seen by the Manor Gates, so that he
could listen to the services without entering the Church. He also established the Old Village
School for the benefit of the village, designed by the architect Oswald Brakespeare in 1903. This
building with adjoining school house is now the Village Hall and Post Office.
Most of the older buildings are built on a brashy limestone outcrop. Each property would have
had one or more wells. Those associated with the Jolly Huntsman public house are some 80 feet
deep, and would have supplied the brewery on that site. Others to the north are shallower. Many
of the village cottages have had chequered careers including uses as public houses, brewery,
blacksmiths etc. Markets were held regularly, having been granted a Royal Charter in 1266 to hold
one every Tuesday, with an Annual Fair on ‘the eve, the day, and the morrow of St Michael’.
Sheep markets were held by the Almshouses where the road widens, and others in some of the
smaller yards off the main street.
The village declined somewhat after 1865 when Kington Langley, until then part of the Kington St
Michael Parish, was made a separate Parish.
The village today is distinctive as a linear settlement with a series of cul-de-sac developments built
off the main street. All the recent developments are named after the fields on which they were
built. The largest of these, The Ridings, built in the 1960’s is an example of a Radburn Design, with
the houses built looking outwards, and the road acting as a service road to the rear.
The present village has the two older parts connected by modern developments and numbers
some 292 dwellings, and some 700 plus residents. Whilst the Baptist Chapel has been converted,
the village still retains the Jolly Huntsman Pub, the Social Club, the Parish Church St Michael and
All Angels, the Recreation Ground, the Primary School, the Village Hall and the Village Post Office
and Stores. It is a thriving and friendly community with a distinct and separate identity.
HOW THE PARISH PLAN WAS PRODUCED
A Village Meeting held on 3rd March 2005 in the Village Hall attended by 102 people,
overwhelmingly agreed that Kington St Michael should produce a Parish Plan. Volunteers were
sought and they formed a Parish Plan Steering Committee which met for the first time on 16 Mar
2005. Subsequently, the Steering Committee decided that several subsidiary Working Groups
should be formed to cover different aspects of the work. These were: Parish Improvements,
Conservation & Housing; Transport; Recreation and Amenities; Parish Economy; and the Village
Design Statement Working Groups. We also noted the Wiltshire Planning Themes and allocated
each of these to one of the Working Groups. Details of the organisation, members, and allocation
of the Planning Themes are shown in Appendix 1.
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We decided to conduct an Initial Survey to find out what people liked, disliked, and would like to
see changed and from this produced a Questionnaire which sought a more detailed picture of
peoples’ preferences and priorities and so enabled us to develop the Plan.
The Survey
The aim of the Survey was to gather ideas and opinions from as wide a cross-section of the Parish
Community as possible. We kept it simple, asking people what they liked about Kington St
Michael, what they disliked, and what they would like to see changed (the Wish List). In addition
to surveys held at the initial Village Meeting and the Village Fete, we
sought to identify and survey all the different interest groups in the
Parish so as to gather ideas from the widest possible range of age
groups, social groups, and people with different interests. The
groups surveyed are shown in Appendix 2
Many of the comments received in the Survey concerned aspects of
the Parish that people particularly liked and so did not generate
further questions or options for consideration in the questionnaire.
Nevertheless, they form an important basis for the Plan as they
defined those elements of the existing situation that people want to
retain and so they are included in each of the Sections which
follow.
The Questionnaire.
We then considered what actions might be possible to meet the
Survey at the village fete 2005
aspirations for improvement raised in the survey including, where
appropriate, discussions with local authorities and organisations. From this we produced the
Questionnaire which sought to tell us how strongly people felt about different problems and the
options for their solution.
We aimed to deliver one copy for every person in the Parish aged 11 and over and further
copies were available on the Kington St Michael website. We collected responses and achieved a
55% response rate. The detailed results are included in Appendix 3.
The Questionnaire was in the form of statements with replies showing how strongly people
agreed or disagreed with them. This enabled the Working Groups to assess and quantify how
strongly Parishioners felt about problems and possible improvements, and the key statistics are
shown in the following sections. From these, we derived Objectives, and Action Plans to meet
them.

Parish Consultation Meeting
The Parish Plan proposals were presented to a Consultation Meeting in the Village Hall on 20th
October 2006, and the detailed results from the Questionnaire were put on display. The Meeting
was attended by over 50 people who strongly endorsed the plan proposals.
The Action Plan
A consolidated and detailed Action Plan showing who is responsible for each Action and the
Planned Completion Dates is given in Appendix 4
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2 IMPROVEMENTS, CONSERVATION & HOUSING

People are very happy with the Parish as it is. The topics which received the most positive
comments were;1.
the green area separating the village from Chippenham
2.
the age, variety and architecture of the buildings
3.
the green spaces within the village.
In particular people liked the church of St Michael and all Angels, the Alms Houses and the Manor
House.
The green spaces within the village which drew most praise were the Nymph Hey (a wood
planted to commemorate the millennium), the footpaths and church yard. Spring flowers planted
by the Women’s Institute in various locations were also appreciated.
It was obvious from the wish list compiled at the beginning of the process that the village and the
greenery inside and outside its boundaries were appreciated, as was the sense of community.
“It’s a proper living village with school, Post Office, pub and a well used village hall.”
“A wonderful place to live”
“A separate village not a suburb of Chippenham”
“I like the village as it is.”

The Parish Church of St. Michael and All Angels

The old Manor House demolished around 1864

KEY STATISTICS
• 92% of the responses wanted the Parish to remain as a separate entity both geographically
and administratively from Chippenham. Only 2% (5 people) expressed the contrary view.
• 96% wanted the green areas within the Parish to remain as they were, with only one person
dissenting.
• There was strong support for the footpaths to be more clearly marked (75%) and accessible
(73%).
• Although the survey had identified the idea of turning off the street lights at night as desirable, 53% disagreed and only 29% were in favour, the overriding consideration was security.
• 48% of residents did not want to see further development within the Parish, 34% were in
favour.
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Environm ental Questions

Q13. The Village Should
be more involved in
environmentally friendly
activities
Q14. The Village should
have a community
renew able energy
scheme
DISAGREE
Q15. KSM should have a
community composting
scheme (run by
community volunteers)

NEUTRAL
AGREE

Q16. I w ould like to join
NWDC's green w aste
collection scheme at a
cost of £25p.a.
0
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Q6. THERE IS A NEED FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE VILLAGE

Strongly Disagree
7%

Strongly Agree
13%

Disagree
23%

Agree
33%

Neutral
24%

Page 7

70

OBJECTIVES
•
Maintain Kington St. Michael as a separate entity.
•
Maintain the green areas within the village and parish.
•
Footpaths to be more clearly marked and accessible
•
Become more involved in environmentally friendly activities.
•
Assess the need for and provision of affordable housing.
•
Maintain the character of the village.

The Almshouses

ACTIONS
1.
Monitor North Wiltshire District Council (NWDC) policy and all planning
applications north of Chippenham and all boundary changes affecting the area.
2.
Keep in contact with the Parish Council and NWDC Footpaths Officer and
landowners. Liaise with Women Out Walking who are undertaking a survey of the
footpaths. Pass findings to the Parish Council.
3.
Identify the status of the green areas within the village envelope and parish.
4.
Identify those areas which are vulnerable to change.
5.
Arrange a weekend environmental presentation with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to
identify potential options for the parish.
6.
Identify those residents who expressed an interest in and collect application forms to
request a green collection from NWDC.
7.
Investigate the possibilities of affordable housing. Assess the demand and survey
possible sites.
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3 ROADS & TRANSPORT
Kington St Michael has become a popular
village for families and commuters due to its
proximity to the M4, its direct access from
the A350 and links to Chippenham and the
Great Western Mainline and other market
towns in North Wiltshire.
The village has one through road which runs
from the Plough junction at the A350 to the
motorway bridge at Leigh Delamere and
north towards Cirencester. This road
provides both a high street in the old part of
the village and access for the majority of the
housing developments in the newer end of
the village toward Leigh Delamere.

Daily delivery traffic congestion

Along the high street in the old part of the village
a number of terraced properties exist, with
access from footpaths which run along both sides
of the road, with breaks at varying intervals.
The speed limit through the village is 30mph,
running from the point of entry at the top of Tor
Hill to the brow of Honey Knob Hill.
Car parking in the older end of the village for
residents is predominantly only available on the
road and is restricted to one side. In the newer
housing development areas off road parking is
provided in the majority of cases.
No resident parking schemes currently exist and
many households own two cars or more.
No public car park exists, however limited car
parking provision is available for visitors to the
Jolly Huntsman Pub and the Village Hall. No other
parking provision is available for visitors to the
village and its businesses.
The majority of families use their cars every day
and will drive through the village on a regular
basis to access the A350. Those without cars or
unable to drive utilise a local bus service which
has links to Chippenham and other surrounding
villages.
A village bus stop
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KEY STATISTICS
•
77% of residents felt that the speed of the traffic through the village was excessive.
•
71% of residents believed that the speed restriction signs and road markings should be
improved
•
67% of residents thought that the school crossing at the Close should be improved
•
63% of residents agreed that the volume of traffic through the village is excessive
•
59% of residents considered that the speed limit through the village should be reduced
to 20mph
•
57% of residents regarded a car park as a necessity in the pub/club area
•
56% of residents felt that vehicle activated speed displays or other means of speed
control should be installed.
•
54% of residents wanted traffic-calming provisions to be improved.
•
54% of residents felt that visitor parking is a problem, particularly in the evenings
•
42% of residents thought that pedestrian safety on pavements in the village should be
improved – in particular on Tor Hill and around the traffic calming area in the middle of
the village by the Ham.

OBJECTIVES
• Reduce the speed of traffic through
village
• Improve traffic calming measures
throughout the village
• Reduce the volume of traffic through
the village
• Prevent satellite navigation systems
directing traffic off the motorway and
through the motorway services as
the shortest route through to the
A350 and Chippenham.
• Improve Car Parking in the village for
the needs of both residents and
visitors.
• Stop cars parking on pavements.
• Improve Pedestrian Safety.
• Improve Public Transport.

Traffic Calming Scheme
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ACTIONS
Speed of traffic
•
Investigate possibility and actions required to reduce speed limit to 20mph.
•
Develop proposals for improved signage at access and egress points to village and
develop speed awareness campaign aimed at road users.
•
Liaise with NWDC and Wiltshire County Council (WCC) regarding improvement of
current traffic calming system
•
Investigate possibility of vehicle activated speed displays
Volume of traffic
•
Approach local businesses and police to determine whether alternative routes can be
found
•
Liaise with Leigh Delamere Services to establish need for access
•
Request Satellite Navigation companies to change directions on route finders
Car Parking
•
Undertake a detailed car parking study with NWDC & WCC
•
Develop signage to request visitors to respect the needs and wellbeing of local
residents and utilise car parks provided by pub and village hall.
•
Explore further opportunities to promote additional car parking
•
Liaise with appropriate Councils to advise on powers of restriction regarding parking
on pavements
Pedestrian Safety
•
Liaise with WCC to develop an enhanced pavement strategy
•
Reclaim land adjacent to Tor Hill for a pavement
Public Transport
•
Maintain existing provision during day time
•
Promote an evening bus service in the local transport hub strategy
•
Discuss opportunities with local taxi firms to provide subsidised fares by minimising
number of journeys

Parking building up on an autumn evening
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4

RECREATION & VILLAGE AMENITIES

All comments in the Survey about recreation and village amenities were either about the
Recreation Field or the Village Hall. These two major amenities are discussed separately below
but the two managing committees have now agreed to coordinate their plans for the future.

RECREATION FIELD
Management and development of the Recreation
Field and the associated fund-raising are led by
the Recreation Field Working Group. To date
the Group has provided labour and funds to give
the new play-park, new fencing, and a tarmac
area for ball-games with a kick-wall and fencing.
Responses to the existence and use of the
recreation field and play park, in particular, were
extremely positive in the information gathering
stages of the plan. Most parishioners recognised
that it was a hugely significant resource for the
village providing an important amenity for all
ages, whether dog walkers, football players, or
playground users. Many positive comments
were recorded in survey returns for the work
of the Recreation Field Committee and support
was widespread for the ongoing development of
the recreation field as an amenity for the Parish.
In addition many comments were received
about the need for there to be more village
amenities available for younger members of the
village community some specifically suggesting
development of the Recreation Field as a Parish
resource.

Children’s play area on the recreation field

KEY STATISTICS
• 69% would like toilet facilities to be
provided for recreation field users
• 66% would like to see the pitch levelled
• 61% would welcome further amenities
within the village for younger
parishioners
• 61% would like to see shower and
changing facilities for sport at the
recreation field.

ISSUES IDENTIFIED
In priority order, the top five issues that parishioners highlighted in survey returns were as follows:
•
Lack of toilet facilities for recreation field users
•
Lack of a level pitch for playing most organised sports
•
Insufficient amenities within the village for youngsters
•
Lack of shower and changing facilities for recreation field users
•
Need for improving the environment of the Recreation Field with clearance projects
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OBJECTIVES
Maintain a programme of continuing development to provide improved facilities for users of
the Recreation Field and the wider village community

Proposed Pavilion

Pond and stream from Stubbs Lane

Play Area

ACTIONS
Meet with Village Hall Committee to agree the best way of providing the facilities to address the
issues above.
Develop a Business Plan and investigate funding opportunities in order to:
•
level the existing pitch through earthworks
•
provide facilities at the Recreation Field as agreed with the Village Hall Committee.
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VILLAGE HALL
Responses to the use of the Village Hall
showed that parishioners were keen to see
an increased provision of social events and
activities for all age groups.
The Village Hall Management Committee is
aware that as all weekday mornings and
evenings have regular bookings the demand
for this facility exceeds the supply.
The management of the Village Hall, a
registered charity, is overseen by a
voluntary group of Managing Trustees,
comprising elected members and
representatives from key user groups and
the Parish Council. The Parish Council are
the Custodian Trustees. The charity also
manages the Old Village Hall which is
currently leased on a short term basis to
provide office space. The income from this
helps to meet the running costs of the
Village Hall.

KEY STATISTICS
• 62% would like to see more social events
at the Village Hall
• 61% would like to see Cubs and Brownies
meet at the Village Hall
• 58% feel there should be more activities
available for younger Parishioners
• 54% would like to see a toddler group
meet in the village

Carol singing outside the village hall

OBJECTIVES
•
Optimize use of the village halls for the Parish.
•

Expand and enhance local activities within the village

ACTIONS
•

Meet with the Recreation Field Working Group to agree the best way of providing the
facilities to address the issues above

•

Publicise availability of hall at weekends and some weekday afternoons and prioritize usage
for parishioners

•

Investigate provision of entertainment events using “Community Arts Wiltshire”

•

Return Old Village Hall to community use subject to sufficient demand and the charity
remaining financially viable

•

Investigate possibility of selling current Village Hall, using funds achieved for a purpose built
hall in another location
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5

PARISH ECONOMY

The majority of workers living in the Parish take advantage of the good transport links and
commute outside of the Parish. A significant number of new businesses have been established in
the Parish, at the same time agricultural activities have reduced, although 6 working farms remain.
In addition, a number of workers with employers outside of the Parish are home-based for some
or all of their time. It is estimated that there are over fifty businesses operating in KSM. These
range from the Moto Motorway Services retail and hotel site on the south side of the M4, with
over one hundred employees, to a number of home based self-employed trades people and
consultants.
The initial survey produced a significant amount of positive comment about the existing retail
businesses within the Parish. This included overwhelming support for the Post Office/Shop, the
Jolly Huntsman Pub and the Social Club. At this stage there was little comment on other
businesses activities, large or small.
As well as including an economy section in the Parish Questionnaire, over thirty businesses within
the Parish were interviewed individually to identify any business related issues. Feedback from
these revealed that, whilst there is a strong local economy with a diverse range of businesses
activities, their contribution to the local community is not well recognised by residents, nor other
businesses.
A number of the businesses provide local services, others operate nationwide and others
worldwide. Many reported that KSM was attractive due to good road, rail and air links. The home
based businesses relied on telecommunications, in particular broadband. The importance of the
use of the Internet was also highlighted for accessing local information.
Some businesses expressed interest in using local services such as legal, accounting, computer
support, web design, etc., but they were not aware that some of these were available within the
Parish.

KEY STATISTICS
• Annual sales of businesses in the

Parish range between £20+
million and £10 000. The
majority are below £30 000.
•

•

•

73% of those replying to the
Parish Questionnaire had access
to the internet.
72% considered that the parish
website should be used to show
the local services/businesses
available locally. Nearly 30%
considered this “very
important”.
48% of those replying to the
Questionnaire supported more
Parish based employment
opportunities, with only 7%
against.

The Jolly Huntsman Public House, listed in the Good Beer Guide 2006
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ISSUES IDENTIFIED
• The Post Office/Shop needs greater support
• Residents and businesses wanted to support local business activities, but in many cases
were not aware of the services available
• Potential increase in traffic with increase in business activity

The Village Post Office and shop - note improved range of confectionary in response to consultation with the
Brownies

OBJECTIVES
•

To support a viable and sustainable parish economy

•

To promote the use of the Post Office and Stores

•

To promote awareness of local businesses within the Parish

ACTIONS
•
To work with the Post Office/Shop to improve support from the Parish and expand goods
and services available.
•
Parish based businesses providing services to the local economy to be encouraged to
advertise on the Parish website and to be listed on the Parish notice boards.
•
Initiate a “business breakfast” for representatives of local businesses to discuss how to
further improve the Parish economy and improve awareness of local services, etc.
•
To assist local businesses to identify external resources providing training, grants, etc, e.g.
Business Link, Local Chamber of Commerce, etc.
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6 CRIME & COMMUNITY SAFETY
Crime is relatively low in the village but there are occasional problems. Burglaries do happen but
are rare. More frequently, cars are broken into and damage caused. A Neighbourhood Watch
scheme used to operate but has declined and should be re-established.

KEY STATISTICS
•
63% of respondents wanted to see a greater police presence in the Parish.
•
47% perceived a problem with vandalism, although 26% disagreed..
OBJECTIVES
•
Establish closer links with the police.
•
Reduce levels of crime
ACTIONS
•
Identify community policeman and encourage greater involvement in the Parish.
•
Reform the Neighbourhood Watch.

7

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

This was a topic which received no comments at all from any of the meetings held during the
consultation period. This leads us to the conclusion that the present provision is sufficient. This
includes doctors surgeries in the neighbouring village of Yatton Keynell and Chippenham, local
chemists with home delivery services, meals on wheels, district nursing and home help. There are
services to provide transport to doctors and hospital appointments. We also have Almshouses
and a residential home in the village.

8 EDUCATION
The village school received many positive comments in the
feedback from the consultation meetings. “The school is
great.”
Acorns Pre-School which meets in the village hall most
mornings was also praised.
There are many activities for the young in the Parish including Acorns, an independent pre-school (which is not affiliated to the school as is incorrectly stated in the printed version of the plan), music and movement and the youth club.
This is supplemented by Kington Tots, a joint venture with
Kington Langley, which meets weekly in Kington Langley
village hall. There is a nursery within the Parish.
Kington St. Michael Church of England School
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9 VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

The aims and aspirations of the Parish Plan can now be used in the development of the Village
Design Statement. This will involve a more detailed assessment of possibilities for conservation,
leisure, traffic, small areas of possible development etc by the Parish Council in consultation with
the Parish. When the Parish and Parish Council have completed this process, NWDC will then
undertake a formal consultation procedure with a view to the document being adopted into the
main planning process.
The basis from which the Village Design Statement will be developed was presented in the public
Consultation Meeting held on 20th October 2006 and received strong support. It is shown at
Appendix 4.

AN AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF THE VILLAGE OF KINGTON ST. MICHAEL

AN ILLUSTRATION FROM THE DRAFT VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT— SEE APPENDIX 4
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10 THE WAY FORWARD
Although publication of the Plan signifies the end of activities funded directly by Community First
it is only one, albeit major step in a continuing process. We must now make the Plan happen!
Implementation of the Plan is the responsibility of the Parish Council, other formal groups such as
the Recreation Field Working Group and the Village Hall Committee, and the community as a
whole. These responsibilities are identified in the Action Plan at Appendix 5 together with the
planned completion dates for the actions.
This Parish Plan will be fed into the Chippenham and Villages Community Plan at NWDC and the
North Wilts Strategic Plan for the whole district. It will then move up to the Wiltshire Strategic
Board Local Area Agreement for the whole County.
Subject to agreement by the Parish Council, the Parish Plan Steering Committee will continue to
monitor progress with the Plan.

Children’s Fancy Dress Parade during the Millennium Celebrations

Page 19

APPENDIX 1— WORKING GROUPS

Parish Plan Steering Committee
John Newton, Chairman
Rick Squires, Deputy Chairman
Ken Virr, Treasurer
Jude Piper, Secretary
Sarah Boyd*
Gerry Elms*
John Hall*
Maureen Hall
James Hamilton
Claire Marlow
Lyn North *
Margaret Pratley
Sam Tolerton*
Jo Trump*
David West*
Parish Economy Working Group

Parish Improvements, Housing
& Conservation Working Group

Rick Squires, Chairman
Gerry Elms*
Maureen Hall
Kenn Virr

Claire Marlow, Chairwoman
Graham Charge*
Maureen Hall
John Newton
Jude Piper
Janet Smith*
Kenn Virr

Recreation & Amenities Working Group
Jo Trump, Chairwoman
Sarah Boyd*
Joan Gilbert
Jim Hamilton
Kevin Henderson
Liz McArron
John Newton
Margaret Pratley
Sam Tolerton*

Transport Working Group
Jim Hamilton, Chairman
Gerry Elms, Chairman *
Sarah Boyd *
Frank Hughes
Margaret Pratley
Rick Squires
Sam Tolerton *
Jo Attack *
Lucy Watts-Jones

Village Design Statement Working Group
John Hall, Chairman
Ivan Balmforth*
Maureen Hall
John Newton*
Margaret Pratley
Roger Sealey*
Rick Squires

* For part of time
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APPENDIX 2—GROUPS SURVEYED
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Acorns - pre-school group
Kington Tots - toddlers
School – children
School – PTA and Governors
KSM Childrens’ Music Group
Brownies
Youth Club
Football Club
Church – wardens and parishioners
Women’s Institute
Pub landlord and customers
Dog Owners Group
Recreation Committee
Village Hall Committee
Social Club – Committee and members
Business Community
Autumn Club
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APPENDIX 3—DETAILED RESULTS
RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE ARE AS FOLLOWS
THE NUMBERS INDICATE THE NUMBER OF RESPONSES IN EACH CASE

Parish Improvements & Conservation
How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following? Strongly Agree Neutral / Not Dis- Strongly
Agree
Important agree Disagree
1. Kington St. Michael should be kept as a separate entity,
geographically and administratively, from Chippenham.

231

53

19

5

0

2. The green areas within the village of Kington St Michael should
be preserved.

242

61

11

1

0

3. Further development should be allowed within the existing built
up areas of the village.

16

89

58

96

52

4. We need a greater police presence in the village.

57

140

70

42

4

5. Vandalism is a problem in the parish.

20

113

77

71

2

6. There is a need for affordable housing in the village.

40

104

77

73

21

7. If affordable housing were available would you, or anyone in
your family want to buy/rent a property?

YES 60

NO 226

8. There is a need to make the footpaths more accessible.

89

142

57

24

3

9. The footpaths should be more clearly marked.

89

150

55

22

2

10. There should be a pavement by the road up Tor Hill.

113

109

57

24

8

11. Kington St. Michael should have a village green.

40

76

129

50

20

12. Kington St. Michael should have a duck pond.

26

53

132

56

40

13. The Village should be more involved with environmentally
friendly activities

69

140

86

9

1

14. Kington St Michael should have a community renewable energy 47
scheme.

117

119

16

3

15. Kington St. Michael should have a community composting
scheme. (Run by community volunteers))

35

99

130

32

7

16. I would join the North Wiltshire District Council’s green waste 31
collection scheme (at a cost of £30.00 pa).

78

82

73

38

17. Litter is a problem in the village.

38

81

85

90

9

18. Kington St Michael needs more dog bins in the village.

31

78

119

64

8

19. Dogs’ barking is a problem in Kington St. Michael.

20

32

98

119

30

20. Street lights should be turned off overnight.

31

57

56

107

56

21. Kington St Michael should enter the Best-Kept Village
competition.

24

76

167

37

6
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APPENDIX 3—DETAILED RESULTS
Transport: Roads, Parking and Travel

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

THE NUMBERS INDICATE THE RESPONSES IN EACH CASE

Strongly Agree Neutral / Not Disagree Strongly
Agree
Important
Disagree

How strongly do you agree or disagree with the
following?

1. The volume of traffic through the village is
excessive.
2. The speed of traffic through the village is
excessive.
3. The speed through the village should be
maintained at 30 mph.
4. The speed through the village should be
reduced to 20 mph.
5. The speed restriction signs and road markings
should be improved.
6. Vehicle activated speed display(s) or other
means of speed control should be installed.
7. Traffic-calming provisions should be improved.
8. Pedestrian safety on pavements in the village
should be improved. If you are in favour please
state where.
9. The school crossing at The Close should be
improved.
10. A car park is needed in the pub/club area.
11. A car park is needed near The Ridings.
12. A car park is needed on Honeyknob Hill.
13. Car parking on the road should be restricted.

103

95

65

50

1

126

104

49

35

0

71

92

46

74

31

122

63

51

60

18

117

108

60

23

6

88

87

74

47

18

87
85

81
48

67
149

54
29

25
3

109

100

90

14

1

85
42
64
74

94
31
66
60

89
149
119
128

34
65
46
39

12
27
19
13

106

116

25

4

30

205

36

10

96
79

158
178

36
18

11
3

68

155

51

14

If you are in favour please say where.
14. Visitor parking is a problem, particularly in the 63
evenings.
15. A detailed parking survey would be
33
advantageous in your area. If you agree please
say where.
16. The bus service during the day is adequate.
13
17. An evening bus service is needed.
36
18. You, your children, or a relative who may not
drive, would use a subsidised taxi or similar
26
service to and from Chippenham in the evening.

Page 23

APPENDIX 3—DETAILED RESULTS

Recreation & Village Amenities

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

THE NUMBERS INDICATE THE RESPONSES IN EACH CASE

How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following,
remembering we would need to raise funds to finance
them?

Strongly
Agree

1. Formation of a picnic area
2. Construction of a tennis court
3. Improving the environment of the recreation field with
clearance projects
4. Creation of a skate park
5. Construction of a shelter of some kind with a bench or
benches
6. Funding of new football goals
7. Formation of a boules court
8. Erection of cricket nets

21
35

9. Establishment of a swimming pool
10.Kington St Michael Toddler group should meet in the
village.

Agree

Neutral / Not
Important

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

64

142

67

70

128

62

26

46

148

90

23

10

24
23

53
88

92
127

86
58

62
24

25

134

125

22

13

20
24

74
113

150
128

57
40

22
16

19
44

31
128

78
140

89
2

94
6

22

A group of villagers have been working on Recreation Field projects for some time and have an outline
plan for a building project at the Recreation Field. If funding were obtained, what would be your views
on providing the following amenities?
Strongly
In
Neutral / Not Against Strongly
in Favour Favour
Important
Against

1. Shower and changing facilities for organised sport
2. Toilet facilities for rec. field users

60
67

3. Kitchen facilities to support events at the rec. field
54
4. A small games / clubs / music room / meeting room
59
for village hire and use
5. A sheltered verandah area to use whether or not the 38
building was open
6. Earthworks on the playing field to provide a level pitch 68

138
156

87
63

21
19

16
14

128
123

85
77

34
41

16
19

113

98

48

20

144

79

13

12

How strongly would you support establishing the following new sports within the village, remembering
they would need fund-raising activities?
Strongly
In
Neutral / Not Against Strongly
in Favour Favour
Important
Against

1. Football

43

98

151

13

5

2. Mini Football
3. Tennis
4. Mini Tennis
5. Netball
6. Badminton
7. Cricket

24
31
19

77
97
64

177
152
191

18
22
24

7
8
9

14
24
41
23
10
19
19
24

75
71
100
83
39
81
72
81

182
177
148
174
204
179
178
171

27
25
16
18
36
21
27
21

8
9
7
7
15
7
8
8

8. Kwik Kricket (mini cricket)
9. Squash
10. Rugby
11. Mini Rugby
12. Rounders
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APPENDIX 3—DETAILED RESULTS

Q6. THERE IS A NEED FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE VILLAGE

Strongly Disagree
7%

Strongly Agree
13%

Disagree
23%

Agree
33%

Neutral
24%
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APPENDIX 3—DETAILED RESULTS
The Parish Economy Section

Analysis of responses
a) Expressed as absolute numbers

Please indicate your views on the following:

1. Providing additional employment
opportunities within the Parish, e.g.
more accommodation and facilities for
small scale businesses?
2. Establishing additional businesses
in the parish which you would use if
they were available?
3. The use of the Parish website
(www.kingtonstmichael.com) to show
the services available locally?
4 Do you have access to the internet?

Blank

Very
important

Worth
action

Not so
important

Positively
not

26

129

115

23

30

89

143

57

1

33

Yes

235

No

64

24

i) Note: total of 323 replies (including blanks for some or all of questions)
ii) Q2: the responses related to types of business that people would like to see in the parish and this was inserted in the comments
section of the Parish Economy section.
b) Expressed as percentages

Please indicate your views on the following:

1. Providing additional employment
opportunities within the Parish, e.g.
more accommodation and facilities for
small-scale businesses?
2. Establishing additional businesses
in the parish which you would use if
they were available?
3. The use of the Parish website
(www.kingtonstmichael.com) to show
the services available locally?
4 Do you have access to the internet?

Blank

Very
important

Worth
action

Not so
important

Positively
not

8%

40%

36%

7%

9%

28%

44%

18%

0%

10%

Yes

73%

No

20%

7%

The more specific Business Questionnaire currently being undertaken by the Parish Economy SubCommittee to supplement the above with the specific views of the businesses within the Parish.

Page 26

APPENDIX 4—The Basis for the Development
of a Village Design Statement
The Design Statement is primarily, though not exclusively concerned with the future land use
pattern in and around the village. Any statement for Kington St. Michael must have regard to the
existing planning policies and constraints affecting the village. The policy statement cannot
contradict those policies nor propose any fundamental changes to land or buildings outside that
area.
In preparing the Parish Plan a questionnaire was designed to ascertain the views and opinions of
the people and to identify priorities for further action. The questionnaire elicited a 55% response
rate. Arising from the questionnaire responses, there are four areas of concern which affect the
Design Statement:
The survey revealed that 92% of respondents wanted Kington St. Michael to remain geographically
and administratively separate from Chippenham. A slightly higher proportion (96%) wanted the
green areas within the Parish to remain as they were.
Both the speed and volume of traffic through the village was felt to be excessive and a potential
danger. The survey showed that 77% of respondents were concerned about speed and 63% about
volume. Over half of the respondents refer to the need for a new school crossing, Also speed
reduction and/or traffic calming measures, better footpaths, and possibly a village car-park all had
strong support from respondents. There is only one street through the village which takes both
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. In parts The Street is narrow and there are long lengths with no
or limited footpaths The Street also forms the only car-parking area for many of the houses in the
southern part of the village and for those visiting the village pub and club.
Amenities at the recreation field should be improved and the field itself should be levelled to
provide a better playing area. Whilst the playing field is outside the village envelope as such it is
the major recreational area for the village and the design statement must accommodate the need
for improvements in the future.
The Design Statement is illustrated by two plans:
• Plan 1 shows the existing planning policies and constraints contained in the North Wiltshire
Local Plan.
• Plan 2 shows an analysis of the matters of concern arising from the village survey which are
addressed in the Design Statement.
There are three existing policies and constraints already set out in the North Wiltshire Local Plan
which, in part, address these concerns and, in effect, form the foundation of the Design Statement.
These policies are illustrated at Plan No.1
1. The Limit to Development.
The Limit to Development is drawn tightly around the village leaving no substantial area for
development on the fringes of the village. There is a presumption against development on the
open land outside the village boundary.
2. The Conservation Area.
The Conservation Area includes all the village south of The Ridings and The Close and includes
substantial open areas around Kington Manor and the whole of Tor Hill. Conservation area
status does not preclude development, but requires that any development must “preserve or
enhance the character or appearance of the area.” The policy goes on to state that open spaces,
village greens, gaps between buildings etc that provide attractive views and vistas will be
protected.
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3.Listed Buildings.
There are 36 listed buildings in the Parish of which about 30 are in the village itself. A listed
building also includes the curtilage of that building, and bearing that in mind a substantial part of
the southern part of the village comprises listed buildings. Listing provides specific protection for
individual buildings and the legislation requires that any work “affecting a listed building or its
setting” requires a specific listed building consent.
The effect of these three constraints is to clearly define the village within its existing boundaries
and to emphasise that for the foreseeable future at least there will be no significant change in the
size or form of the built-up area of Kington St. Michael. They also mean that any developments
must take place by the re-use of land and buildings within those constraints.
Open Space within the village
Being a linear village with many building fronting directly on to The Street, there are few open
spaces within the village framework. There is a strong view that such spaces as there are should
be preserved and enhanced. The importance of open space within the framework of a settlement
is recognised in existing Conservation policy. However, bearing in mind the form of the village,
the open spaces within the village are felt to be of particular value to its character. Those areas
are shown on Plan No.2
Traffic.
Kington St. Michael is a single-street village. All traffic, vehicular and pedestrian, must pass along
The Street.The survey carried out for the Village Plan showed that there was considerable
concern over the speed and volume of vehicular traffic and that pedestrian safety was at risk.This
statement seeks to more closely examine the problems and propose where improvements may be
made, and accordingly, vehicular and pedestrian traffic are examined below.
Vehicular traffic.
The Street does not just serve the village itself but leads on to the Leigh Delamere service station
on M4 and to the villages of Grittleton and Hullavington and beyond.
In order to appreciate the traffic problems in the village it is necessary to identify the origins and
destinations of the traffic. Vehicular traffic can be broadly analysed as arising from nine sources.
1.
Traffic originating in the village itself. The 2001 Census recorded 267 economically active
persons who travelled to and from work by car; that number has probably slightly increased
over the last five years. In addition there is a two-hourly bus service to and from
Chippenham in the mornings and afternoons, and some journeys by taxi.
2.
Trips to and from the village school. Currently (Nov 2006) the school has over 100 pupils
and serves the outlying areas of the Parish and part of Cepen Park North in Chippenham.
Children from 72 families in this area attend the school.The school has recently been
extended to accommodate this recent growth. Whilst some children come from Cepen
Park by bus, the majority are taken to and from school in parents’ cars. Whilst there are no
precise figures it can be estimated that 40 or more vehicles come and go to the school each
day.
3.
A large private school at Grittleton, some four miles north west of Kington St. Michael has
also expanded recently. The shortest route for vehicles from north Chippenham and
Kington Langley to Grittleton is through Kington St. Michael although numbers of vehicles
are not known.
4.
Domestic traffic originating in the village. Such traffic is mostly during the daytime for
shopping and other individual needs. The majority of this traffic is probably, though not
exclusively, to and from Chippenham.
5.
Deliveries and collections to homes and businesses in the village. These can range from
daily deliveries to the village shop and the village pub to occasional deliveries to individual
homes. Many delivery vehicles will then go on through the village to the surrounding areas.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Agricultural vehicles use The Street from time to time though not excessively. It is only at
harvest time that such traffic is noticeable, and often informal notices are placed to deter
car-parking where it could obstruct large agricultural machines..
Service accesses to both the north and south sides of the Leigh Delamere M4 service
station are from Grittleton Road, just north of the village. Most service traffic , including
large vehicles and buses and cars carrying employees to and from the service station, passes
through Kington St Michael. Although this is necessary for traffic involving workers from
the village, much of the traffic could travel via the A350 and M4.
Emergency vehicles drive through the village from time to time at high speed in most cases
to the service station. Whilst the need for rapid response to an emergency is appreciated,
there is great concern that the speed of these vehicles through a narrow and constricted
street with parked vehicles and limited footpaths constitute a significant danger to both
drivers and pedestrians.
Some in-car satellite navigation systems direct vehicles off the M4 via the service area on to
Grittleton Road and then south through the village to Chippenham. This practise seems
inconsiderate and of dubious legality.

Pedestrian traffic.
Pedestrian movement in the village is largely determined by the distribution of its social and
community facilities. All such facilities, with the exception of the recreation ground, are at the
southern end of the village. These comprise the village shop and post office, the church, the village
hall, the pub and the social club. There is a steady pedestrian traffic throughout the day.
All pedestrians must use the footpath in The Street which is not continuous particularly on the
west side where it runs for only about 300 metres from the village hall to just past the
Almshouses. The footpath on the east side is continuous from Home Farm to the Stanton Lane
junction although it is very narrow in parts. Furthermore, successive road resurfacing has resulted
in the road level being virtually flush with the footpath in parts. Pedestrians pushing baby-buggies
along these lengths of footpath have to be particularly mindful of vehicles. Similarly, children and
parents who walk to school, particularly from the southern end of the village must use the
footpath on the east side and cross The Street near The Close. This crossing point is the mostused in the village and has already been identified as a priority for the construction of a full
pedestrian crossing incorporating traffic calming works. This work should be carried out in early
2007.
At each end of the village there is no footpath; the roads are narrow with poor visibility and both
pedestrians and drivers need to take care.
An Outline Traffic Plan.
Taking into account the factors referred to above it would appear that the overall volume of
traffic can only be reduced by a small margin. The principal objectives of the plan are to alleviate
the impact of vehicular traffic and improve pedestrian safety and accessibility.
Kington St.Michael Parish has no highway powers itself and any changes affecting a highway must
be implemented through Wiltshire County Council. Any changes therefore can only take place
with the agreement of the County Council.
However, the Parish Council will pursue the implementation of a traffic plan based on the
following principles:
1. Traffic calming and control. This could mean, for example:
a)

A lower speed limit through the village of 20mph.

b)
c)

A weight-limit of 7.5 tonnes for all large vehicles not having a destination in the village.
Highway works in The Street designed to slow down the speed of traffic and discourage
non-essential journeys through the village.
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d)
e)
f)

g)

Seeking to limit service vehicles to Leigh Delamere using The Street when not essential
Seek assurances from the suppliers of satellite navigation systems to cease directing vehicles
on to The Street via the M4 service road at Leigh Delamere.
Specifically, the repair and maintenace of the short stretch of road in front of the Village Hall
leading to The Manor and Manor Close. It appears this is unclassified road and has not been
maintained for many years.
If possible, to identify land for a village car park.

2. Improvements to pavements and footpaths
a) Construction of a new pedestrian crossing near The Close to provide safe access to the
School.
b)

Widening and constructing new footpaths where possible in conjunction with highway works.

c)
d)

Seeking the provision of one or more pedestrian crossings in the village where appropriate.
In particular pursuing the construction of a footpath over Tor Hill at the southern end of the
village. It is understood land was purchased for this purpose some years ago by the County
Council but was never implemented.

Recreation and Amenity.
The Recreation ground lies at the northern end of the village, adjoining but outside the limit to
development. There is an enclosed play area for smaller children and a larger area for football and
cricket. The site overall slopes down to a stream and wooded area.
The slope of the site makes it less than ideal for playing team games and it is the long term
objective of the Recreation Field Committee to level the site, possibly by the tipping of spoil to
create a more suitable area. In addition, it is their intention to construct a small pavilion to
provide team facilities and which could also supplement the community buildings in the village.
A small but significant change affecting the recreation ground would be to move the speed derestriction sign some metres to the west, along Grove Lane thereby ensuring that the entrance to
the playing field falls within the 30mph speed limit.
Summary.
1. The village design statement: should support existing planning policies in restricting
development within a clearly-defined limit to development.
2. Consequently any future development should be by the redevelopment of land or by the
conversion of existing buildings within that limit.
3. The village is densely developed and open spaces within the village structure are particularly
important and valued. Such spaces should be preserved and enhanced where possible.
4. Traffic through the village should be controlled by highway works designed to slow down
speed. Where possible large vehicles using The Street as a short cut should be discouraged.
5. Improvements to and construction of new footpaths should be carried out where possible in
conjunction with highway improvements.
6. Facilities at the Recreation ground should be improved as and when resources become
available.
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Appendix 5—Detailed Action Plan
IMPROVEMENTS, CONSERVATION & HOUSING
Time Scale

Action

Responsible

Progress & Action

Party

Dates

Monitor all planning applications north of
Chippenham and all boundary changes affecting the area.

Parish Council

N/A

Keep in contact with the Parish Council
and North Wiltshire District Council
Footpaths Officer and Landowners. Liaise
with Women Out Walking who are undertaking a survey of the footpaths. Findings to be passed to The Parish Council.

Women Out

WOW have reported

Walking

back to the P.C. and
continue to liaise with

Monitor District Council policy and planning applications.

Parish Council

/Section
On– going

the footpaths officer

N/A
One council for Wiltshire coming in subject
to challenge.

ShortTerm

Identify the status of the green areas
within the village envelope and Parish.

Identify those areas which are vulnerable
to change. Dependent on the housing
needs survey by NWDC

Parish Council /

John Hall doing this on

Village Design
Statement repre-

behalf of the Village
Design Statement. On-

sentative John Hall

going.

Parish Council /

July / Aug 2008

Village Design
Statement representative John Hall

Arrange a weekend environmental presen- Wiltshire Wildlife
tation by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to idenTrust / CAVE /
tify potential options for the Parish.
Wye Energy

Done

Agency

Identify those residents who expressed an
interest in and collect application forms to
request a green collection from NWDC

Long Term

Investigate the possibilities of affordable
housing. Assess the demand and survey
possible sites - see above
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Kenn Virr

We now have a green
collection. It is still
possible to join.

Parish Council /
Alms Houses /
Westlea Housing

July / Aug 2008

Appendix 5—Detailed Action Plan
ROADS & TRANSPORT
Time Scale

Action

/Section
Short

To reduce speed of traffic through village

Term

develop proposals for improved signage at
access and egress points and investigating

Responsible

Progress & Action

Party

Dates

Parish Council

On-going

Parish Council

Done

Parish Council

On-going

locally trained speed watch initiatives
Approach local businesses and emergency
services to determine whether alternative
routes can be found. Liaise with school to
encourage use of school bus.
Liaise with Council to advise on powers of
parking restriction regarding parking on
pavements. Develop signage proposals to
request visitors to respect the needs and
wellbeing of local residents and utilize car
parks provided by pub and village hall
Liaise with the Council to develop an enhanced Parish Council

Ongoing

pavement strategy
Maintain existing public transport provision

Parish Council

On-going

during day times
Medium

Work with the council to aim to reduce speed Parish Council

Term

to 20mph and improve traffic calming
provisions and signage
Request satellite navigation companies to

December 2008

Parish Council

Done

Parish Council

December 2008

Parish Council

Done

Include an evening bus service in the local

Parish Council

December 2008

transport hub strategy and discuss
opportunities with local taxi firms to provide

NWDC

change directions on route finders.
Undertake a detailed car parking study with
North Wilts CC and explore further
opportunities for car parking provision.
Long Term

Improve pedestrian safety through reclaiming
land adjacent to Tor Hill

subsidized fares by minimizing number of
journeys.
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Appendix 5—Detailed Action Plan
RECREATION FIELD
Time Scale

Action

Responsible
Party

/Section
Short

Progress
& Action Dates

Meet with Village Hall Committee

Recreation Field

Term

Done

Working Group

Agree Business Plan

Recreation Field

September 2007

Working Group

Obtain planning permission for levelling pitch

Recreation Field

Done

Working Group

Obtain funding for levelling pitch

Recreation Field

May 2008

Working Group

Phase 1 Development Level Pitch

Recreation Field

Spring 2008

Working Group

Medium

Obtain planning permission for new facilities

Term

Recreation Field

2009

Working Group

Obtain funding for new facilities

Recreation Field

2009

Working Group

Long Term

Phase 2 Development. Build new facilities

Recreation Field
Working Group
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2009

Appendix 5—Detailed Action Plan
VILLAGE HALL
Time Scale

Action

/Section
Short
Term

Medium
Term

Long Term

Responsible

Progress & Action

Party

Date

Meet with Recreation Field Working
Group

Village Hall

Publicise availability of hall at weekends
and some weekday afternoons and
prioritize usage for Parishioners

Village Hall

Investigate provision of entertainment
events using “Community Arts Wiltshire”

Village Hall

Return Old Village Hall to community use
subject to sufficient demand and the
charity remaining financially viable

Village Hall

Investigate possibility of selling current
Village Hall, using funds achieved for a
purpose built hall in another location

Village Hall
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Done

Management
Committee
Done.

Management
Committee
Done

Management
Committee
December 2008

Management
Committee

Management
Committee

2009

Appendix 5—Detailed Action Plan
CRIME & COMMUNITY SAFETY
Time Scale

Action

Responsible Party Progress & Action
Date

/Section
Short

Identify community policeman and encourage

Term

greater involvement in the Parish

The Parish Council

Done

& The Police

Re-form the Neighbourhood Watch.

The Parish Council
& The Police

Ivan Balmforth
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Done

Appendix 5—Detailed Action Plan
PARISH ECONOMY
Time Scale

Action

Responsible

Progress & Action

Party

Date

/Section
Short
Term

To work with the Post Office/shop to improve support
from the Parish and expand goods & services available

Parish Council &
Done
Post Office Working
Party

Initiate a “business breakfast” for representatives of local

Parish Plan Economy Done & on-going

businesses. To discuss how to further improve the Parish
economy and improve awareness of local services, etc.

Group

Also to assist in identification of grants, training etc.
Parish based businesses providing services to the local
economy to be encouraged to advertise on the Parish

Parish Plan Economy
Group

Done

Parish Plan
Committee

Done

website and to be listed on the Parish notice boards.

In conjunction with “Environmental Awareness Day”
provide opportunity to advertise local businesses and
services.

Medium

To assist local businesses to identify external resources

Parish Plan Economy Done

Term

and access to funding, grants, etc. such as Business Link,
Chamber of Commerce, etc.

Group

Promote energy conservation and the use of alternative

Parish Plan Economy

energy in local businesses

Group

To identify location for secure central drop-off/pick-up
point for courier services

Parish Plan Economy
Group

On-going.

Done

Sarabian & village shop
Investigate possibility of separate Business focussed
notice board in village

Parish Plan Economy Done
Group

In village shop

Long Term

Promote provision of additional office space, workshops,
etc for small businesses within Parish

Parish Council in
liaison with Parish

On-going

Plan Economy
Group
Provide additional daytime parking for existing and new

Parish Council in

business premises

liaison with Parish
Plan Economy
Group
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On-going

