
In Memory of 
 

Private LEWIN JAMES BILLETT  
 

306675, 1st Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment who died 
age 42 on 26 April 1918 

 
Son of Ephraim and Jane Billett 

of Kington Saint Michael, Wiltshire 
 

Remembered with honour 
ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY,  FRANCE 

 
 

The Military Cemetery is to the north of Etaples which is a town about 27 kilometres south of Boulogne.  
During the First World War, the area around Etaples was the scene of immense concentrations of 
Commonwealth reinforcement camps and hospitals. It was remote from attack, except from aircraft, and 
accessible by railway from both the northern or the southern battlefields. In 1917, 100,000 troops were 
camped among the sand dunes and the hospitals, which included eleven general, one stationary, four Red 
Cross hospitals and a convalescent depot, could deal with 22,000 wounded or sick. In September 1919, 
ten months after the Armistice, three hospitals and the convalescent depot remained. The cemetery 
contains 10,771 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, the earliest dating from May 1915.  
 
Before the war Lewin worked on a local farm.  He enlisted on 16 Nov 1915 and on 27 August 1916 he 
was wounded in the chest.  Recovering from this, he rejoined his unit.  On 15 April 1918 was wounded 
in the shoulder but died from his wounds on the 26th. 
 
Battalion History.  Part of 10th Brigade, 4th Division, the battalion landed in France on 22 August 
1914.  This Division, initially planned to be part of the original British Expeditionary Force, was at the 
last minute held back in England to counter any German landing. A decision was soon taken to despatch 
it to France and it arrived just in time to play a valuable part at Le Cateau. The 4th Division, including 
the Battalion, then remained and in 1918 took part ihe battles of Arras 1918, the Somme 1918, the Lys, 
the Hindenburg Line and Picardy. 
 



In Memory of  
 

Private FREDERICK JOHN COLLIER 
303471, 2nd/8th Battalion, Manchester Regiment 

who died age 20 on 12 May 1917  
 

Son of Mrs Sarah Ann Collier and the late Charles Collier 
of Sebastopol Place, Kington Saint Michael, Wiltshire 

 
 

Remembered with honour 
SAILLY-LABOURSE COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

EXTENSION,  FRANCE 

 
 
Sailly-Labourse is a village five kilometeres south-east of Bethune.  The village was used for rest billets 
and by field ambulances for much of the First World War. It was close to the battlefield of Loos, but 
from October 1915 to September 1918, no considerable advance or retirement took place in this sector. 
The Cemetery contains 126 and the adjoining extension, begun by the 2nd/8th Battalion the Manchester 
Regiment in May 1917 and used until October 1918, contains a further 215 Commonwealth burials of 
the First World War. 
 
Battalion History.  The 2nd/8th Battalion was a territorial force formed during September 1914 and 
which moved to France and active service on the Western Front in March 1917. April and May were 
spent alternating every 4 days between the front line in the Cambrin Right Sector and acting as Brigade 
Reserve at Noyelles.  In April 1918 the battalion was reduced to training cadre and on 31 July 1918 
disbanded in France.  
 
From the Parish Magazine:  We were all very much grieved to hear that another of those who had gone 
from this village had laid down his life for his King and Country.  Fred Collier was killed in action 
“somewhere in France” on Saturday, May 12th.  We can but be glad that he did not linger and that he 
was spared much suffering.  I am sure that we shall all remember those who mourn his loss in our 
prayers, and shall ask that God will give them strength and comfort in their hour of bereavement. 



In Memory of 
 

Private CHARLES ERNEST HAWKINS 
 

DM2/189781, Mechanical Transport, Royal Army Service Corps 
attached to 240th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery 

who died age 22 on 3 January 1919 
 

Son of Frederick and Bertha Hawkins 
of Kington Saint Michael, Wiltshire 

 
 

Remembered with honour 
MONTECCHIO PRECALCINO COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

EXTENSION,  ITALY 

 
 

Montecchio Precalcino is a town in the Province of Vicenza, 4 kilometres north of Dueville and 17 
kilometres north of the town of Vicenza.  The Italians entered the war on the Allied side, declaring war 
on Austria in May 1915. Commonwealth forces were at the Italian front between November 1917 and 
November 1918, and rest camps and medical units were established at various locations in northern Italy 
behind the front, some of them remaining until 1919.  Between April 1918 and February 1919 those who 
died from wounds or disease in the 9th, 24th and 39th Casualty Clearing Stations were buried either here 
or at Dueville. Certain graves were brought in after the Armistice from other burial grounds in the area. 
The Cemetery Extension contains 439 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 

 
Siege Batteries were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high explosive shells in high 
trajectory, plunging fire.  The usual armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although 
some had huge railway or road-mounted 12 inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the 
Siege Batteries were most often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as 
putting destructive fire down on strong-points, dumps, store, roads and railways behind enemy lines.  
British troops, including 240th Siege Battery, were sent to Italy in 1917 to stop the country’s collapse. 



In Memory of 
 

Private JOSEPH CHARLES DEW 
 

9300, 5th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 
who died age 20 on 10 August 1915 

 
Remembered with honour 

HELLES MEMORIAL,  TURKEY 

 
 

The Helles Memorial stands on the tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula. The eight month campaign in Gallipoli 
was fought to open a supply route to Russia. The allies launched attacks on three fronts on 6 August 
1915 but failed. The Helles Memorial bears more than 21,000 names. 
 
From Battalion War Diary - 10 August 1915:  0100 - Battalion moves away in single file less D and 
part of B company.  Order of march C (Machine guns), A then B companies by a steep and winding 
course to … some distance in front of our salient.  Here they arrived circa 0300 and the men were told to 
dig into dugouts and make themselves comfortable as the position was quite safe.  Men therefore 
removed equipment and rifles. As soon as it was light machine guns opened on the men lying in their 
dug outs. About 1/4 of an hour later there was a rush of Turks from both sides which drove the men, 
unarmed and unequipped down the gulley.  The bottom of the gulley commanded by machine guns and 
so escape was cut off.  Three courses were possible: to rush past the machine guns but in nearly all cases 
proved fatal; to climb the northern slope of the ravine under fire and try to escape over the top which was 
done in a few cases with success; or hide in Gulley till night, this also was done with more success. A 
party of 5 men was rescued from the Gulley having been there 16 days.  They reported numbers of men 
who were wounded, were unable to get away and died of exhaustion and starvation. 
 
From the Parish Magazine:  We were very sorry to hear that … Joseph Dew, has been called to lay 
down his life.  Although he is only officially reported as missing his mother has received news which 
unfortunately leaves no doubt on the subject.  One of his comrades who was by his side has written to 
say that he was shot through the head.  … everyone who knew him speaks of him most highly. 
 
He was probably the son of Joseph and Elizabeth Drew but this has not been confirmed. 



In Memory of 
 

Sapper WILLIAM CORNELIUS HAWKINS 
 

154785, 106th Field Company, Royal Engineers 
who died age 29 on 2 August 1917 

 
Husband of Mary Ann Hawkins of Kington Saint Michael 

and son of William David and Ellen Hawkins 
of Church Road, Gurward, Cowes, Isle of Wight   

 
Remembered with honour 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

 
 

The Memorial is situated to the eastern side of the town Ypres (now Ieper) in the Province of West 
Flanders.  It is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as 
the Ypres Salient. The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 
1914, when a small British Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of 
winter, pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began 
in April 1915 when the Germans released poison gas for the first time into the Allied lines north of 
Ypres. The violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. 
There was little more significant activity on this front until 1917, when in the Third Battle of Ypres an 
offensive was mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert German attention from a weakened French 
front further south. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a 
complete success, but the main assault north-eastward quickly became a dogged struggle against 
determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close in 
November with the capture of Passchendaele. The German offensive of March 1918 met with some 
initial success, but was eventually checked and repulsed in a combined effort by the Allies in September. 
The Memorial is one of four commemorating those of all Commonwealth nations who died in the 
Salient.  It bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. 
 
William married Mary in Kington St Michael on 28 May 1917, two months before he was killed. 



In Memory of 
 

Private ARTHUR THOMAS HUMPHRIES 
18379, 5th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 

who died age 18 on 17 June 1916 
 
 

Remembered with honour 
BASRA WAR CEMETERY,  IRAQ 

 
 

Until 1997 the Basra Memorial was located on the main quay of the naval dockyard at Maqil, on the 
west bank of the Shatt-al-Arab, about 8 kilometres north of Basra. Because of the sensitivity of the site, 
the Memorial was moved and is now located 32 kilometres along the road to Nasiriyah, in the middle of 
what was a major battleground during the first Gulf War. The Memorial commemorates more than 
40,500 members of the Commonwealth forces who died in the operations in Mesopotamia from the 
Autumn of 1914 to the end of August 1921 and whose graves are not known. 
 
From the Parish Magazine:  The past month has brought us the news that we too have had to pay the 
price of victory.  We learnt that Arthur Tom Humphries passed away in the Persian Gulf on June 17th, 
and our sincere sympathy goes out to his family in their hour of bereavement.   
 
Battalion War Diary.  There is no entry in the Diary for this date or any entry before that would suggest 
how Arthur died. 
 
 
 



In Memory of 
 

Rank? GILBERT TOM RUDMAN 
 

Wiltshire Regiment 
who died age 27 in June 1918 

 
Son of George Henry and Emily Sarah Rudman 
of Springfield Cottage, Kington Saint Michael 

 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission website records neither the death of a G Rudman nor the 
death of a Rudman in the Wiltshires with the initial G for any forename.  Other resources do not list a G 
Rudman in the Wiltshires.   
 
However a Gilbert Rudman did die in the Chippenham district in the September quarter of 1918 as 
above.  Given that Rudman is an unusual name, the initial is G and his parents lived in Kington St 
Michael, it seems probable that this is the man recorded on the War Memorial.   
 
Gilbert was born on 10 Nov 1890, married Florence Hazell towards the end of 1916 and, according to 
the burial register, he was buried at Kington St Michael Parish Church on 29 Jun 1918.  His gravestone, 
if it still exists, may reveal more.  Other options are to: 

 
a. buy a copy of his death certificate, 
b. seek help from the Wiltshire Regiment Museum. 



In Memory of 
 

Private ARTHUR TANNER 
 

3175, 2nd/4th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment 
who died age 29 on 22 November 1915 

 
Son of 

Jane Smith (formerly Tanner) and the late Alfred James Tanner 
of Kington Saint Michael, Wiltshire 

 
 

Remembered with honour 
BASRA MEMORIAL 

 
 

Until 1997 the Basra Memorial was located on the main quay of the naval dockyard at Maqil, on the 
west bank of the Shatt-al-Arab, about 8 kilometres north of Basra. Because of the sensitivity of the site, 
the Memorial was moved and is now located 32 kilometres along the road to Nasiriyah, in the middle of 
what was a major battleground during the first Gulf War. The Memorial commemorates more than 
40,500 members of the Commonwealth forces who died in the operations in Mesopotamia from the 
Autumn of 1914 to the end of August 1921 and whose graves are not known. 

 
From the Parish Magazine:  It was with very deep sorrow that we heard of the death of Arthur Tanner 
in the operations in Mesopotamia.  He was Killed in Action towards the end of November, though it was 
only at the beginning of January that the news was received here.  He was a man who was much beloved 
by all who knew him and was held in sincere respect by all his friends.  For many years he sang in the 
Choir and was one of the Bellringers.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to members of his family and we 
pray that God may comfort them in their sorrow. 
 


