Welcome to the Science Museum Library and Archives in Swindon
The new Science Museum Library and Archives facility at Wroughton, on the outskirts of Swindon, is now open to the public and offering a full range of library and archive services.  These include:

· Quick and easy access to the entire library and archives collection at Science Museum Swindon and guaranteed next working day delivery for any items held at the Science Museum Library in London.

· A fully equipped reading room with space for up to 30 readers at a time and power and network points on each desk for use of personal laptops.

· Professional library and archive staff on hand to help you with your enquiries or research questions.

· Self-service photocopying and printing facilities and access to state of the art digital scanning facilities.

· Free use of Library PCs, through which the Internet, Microsoft Office software and our range of electronic databases and journals can be accessed.

· Tea and coffee machine, a casual seating area and outside seating enjoying views across the Marlborough Downs.

What do we have here?
The Science Museum Library and Archives is one of the most pre-eminent collections in the world of printed items relating to the physical sciences, engineering, industry and transport.  

We have outstanding collections in these subject areas, but we also have significant collections on the scientific exploration of the natural world, including natural history and the science of life; on cartography, oceanography and the earth sciences, astronomy and cosmology; and on the application of science and technology to human life, including public health and medical technology, agriculture and domestic technology.

Some of the highlights of the Collection include:

· Over 10,000 journals runs from throughout the world covering all aspects of the physical and natural sciences, technology, engineering. 

· Over 100,000 books, with the earliest dating from 1486.

· The collection includes notable works by Nicolas Copernicus, Galileo Galilei, Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin and Albert Einstein.

· Over one and a quarter million British patents from 1617 to 1992. 

· A unique trade literature collection with sale catalogues, manuals and promotional literature from an estimated 40,000 companies.

· A large collection of Post Office and trade directories and other publications of interest to family and local historians.

· The Archives collection contains manuscripts of scientists and engineers such as Charles Babbage, Barnes Wallis and Charles Wheatstone and company records, ships plans, engineering drawings and individual manuscripts. 

· The Science Museum Library’s London site houses the world’s pre-eminent collection of histories and biographies of science and technology.

Who can use us?
In short anyone can come and make use of the Library and Archives facilities.  You do not need a special reason to come here, neither do you need to have a clear idea of what it is you are looking for as our staff are on hand to help and guide you.  

We welcome all members of the public, whether you are an enthusiast, a researcher, a historian, a student, or just someone with an interest in the history and development of science, technology, engineering and medicine.

What do you need to do to use the Library?
All you need to do is ring or email us a day or so in advance of your visit to let us know when you are planning to visit.  If you know what you wish to see before you arrive then let us know and we can prepare it for you before you get here. You can check our online catalogue, shared with Imperial College London, at: http://unicorn.lib.ic.ac.uk/uhtbin/opac/webscim
The Library and Archives are completely free to visit and parking is free as well.  The only charges we make are for our photocopying and scanning services and for the tea and coffee machine!

On the day of your visit all you will need to do is bring a form of identification with you, e.g. driving license, passport and report to the Science Museum Swindon reception gate to be issued with a visitor pass.  You will then be guided across the site to the Library & Archives building.

What are our opening hours?
We are open Monday to Friday from 10am to 5pm inclusive.

Where should you go for further information?
Please visit our website at www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/library for further details about our services and collections.  You will also be able to search our online library catalogue from here, which will help you to find information about our holdings.  

Alternatively you can call us on 01793 846222 and we will be happy to answer any questions you might have over the phone.

We look forward to seeing you soon.
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