Metal Detecting Rally – Report by Tim Storer

On Sunday the 10th October I organised a metal detecting rally on the outskirts of the village.  People from UK Detector Net (http://www.forumukdetectornet.co.uk/phpBB2) came from as far as Yorkshire, Sussex and deepest Wales to try their luck on the allocated fields.

At 10.00 a.m. 45 people lined up for the off and quickly spread to various parts of the field.  The first find within the first minutes was a small Roman bronze coin, which dated to around the 4th century A.D.  Over the course of the day another 30 coins of this type were found.  Many had little or no detail but some were attributable to a Roman emperor.  Katie Hinds (the Finds Liaison Officer for Wiltshire) called in during the afternoon to see if anything found required recording under the Portable Antiquities Scheme.  Have a look at www.findsdatabase.org.uk for more details on this scheme.

Many other items came to light during the day including a shilling of Charles I, a shilling of Victoria, lead tokens, numerous Victorian and Edwardian pennies, and various metal buttons.  Buttons are common finds as farmers used to plough rags into the fields to help condition the soil and the rags often had buttons still attached.  These rags arrived in bales and were called shoddy bales, hence the term “shoddy goods” when referring to low quality items.

We raised £245 from entrance fees, which will go towards the new floor in the village hall.  £31.07 will also be going to Persian Cat Rescue in Bristol.  This money came from a tea/coffee table, which was run on an “honesty” basis with payment by donation.  Everyone had a good day and said that they want to come to the area again if I can arrange another event, which I am more than happy to do.  The requirement is that there should be around 70 acres or more, a field suitable for parking and that the field has not been detected on before or has only been lightly detected on.  Any offers?

Many thanks to Merv Singer for allowing us to use his fields for the occasion.
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