Bonfires

There have been one or two instances in the village of smoke from bonfires causing a nuisance to neighbours.

The smoke from a bonfire pollutes the atmosphere, it may cause problems for asthmatics, bronchitis sufferers, people with heart conditions and children and can cause problems for drivers if the smoke is allowed to drift over the highway.

There are no specific laws governing the use of bonfires although under the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) 1990, a statutory nuisance includes "smoke, fumes or gases emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance".

If bothered by smoke, approach your neighbour and explain the problem. You might feel awkward, but they may not be aware of the distress they are causing and it will hopefully make them more considerate in the future. 

The National Society for Clean Air and Environmental Protection (NSCA) factsheet ‘Pollution, Nuisance and the Law’ explains the situation in more detail. If the fire is only occasional it is unlikely to be considered a nuisance in law.

Under the Highways Act 1980, anyone lighting a fire and allowing smoke to drift across a road faces a fine if it endangers traffic. 

Garden waste can be taken to the Stanton St Quintin re-cycling centre where it is chopped and re-cycled into compost. If that is not an option and a bonfire is really necessary then observe these guidelines:

· only burn dry material 

· never burn household rubbish, rubber tyres, or anything containing plastic, foam or paint 

· never use old engine oil, meths or petrol to light the fire or encourage it 

· avoid lighting a fire in unsuitable weather conditions - smoke hangs in the air on damp, still days and in the evening 

· if it is windy, smoke may be blown into neighbours gardens and across roads 

· avoid burning when air pollution in your area is high or very high – check the weather forecast, or the air quality website 

For more advice on bonfires type bonfires into a search engine such as Google or go to www.direct.gov.uk for advice.
