REPORT ON KINGTON ST MICHAEL PLAYING [RECREATION] FIELD
by Tim Storer (2008)
When I heard that they had started to level the playing field I asked the Parish Council if I could have permission to search the area so I could recover any items that would help with the village history.  The next stage was to approach the contractors, who were quite happy to let me on as long as I stayed away from any areas being worked.  To play safe I mostly detected on the field after they had finished for the day.  There is a footpath that leads down the left hand side of the field and crosses the stream at an old stone footbridge and leads across a field called “Nymph Hay” and on to the Priory, and I had high hopes of finding some items that would date to the same period.  
As I did not start detecting until after the top soil was moved, any chance of accurate find spots was impossible although most finds did come up in the general area I expected.  It is reasonable to assume that when the soil was spread out again that it was roughly in the area that it originally came from, although not all of them.  
On the first day I was able to field walk 80% of the exposed area looking for any signs of habitation such as rubbish pits, post holes, pottery etc.  There was nothing evident in the area so I assume that any losses would have been from when the field was used for agriculture rather than a habitation site.  I could not see any evidence of ploughing and the 1842 tithe map lists it as being pasture.  
As the park had been used for bonfires over the past few years I expected a large amount of melted aluminium etc and I wasn’t disappointed!  The lower areas were impossible to search because of this, so I concentrated on the rest of the area.  There was a large amount of coinage dating from the mid 1800s onwards which slowed my progress down, as did the general rubbish such as ring pulls, aluminium foil and shredded (by the mower) drinks cans.   However, in amongst all the modern debris I was able to locate a wide selection of items.  The earliest find was a coral head fossil (found on the surface) which is about 80 million years old.
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Coral head fossil


There were also 2 flints which showed signs of working which probably date from the late Neolithic to the early Bronze Age.  The Roman period was represented by a copper alloy nail cleaner and a large unidentified coin in very poor condition.
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Roman nail cleaner
The main bulk of finds dated from the medieval period onwards and consisted of buckles, coins and other small losses.  A group of five bronze coins dating from around 1510 were an unexpected find as they were minted in Spanish South America and they are currently with the British Museum for conservation and formal identification.  All the buckles recovered dated from 1100 to 1550, which coincides with the accepted dates of the Priory being in use and also came from the footpath area.
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Medieval buckles  




Coins found on Rec Field
Due to the high level of rubbish in the field I could probably have searched the area for a year and still not cleared it of all the metal items.  In addition to the items I dug up I also picked up any glass etc from the surface and had enough to fill a carrier bag by the end of the week.
In conclusion, the field showed no signs of habitation with the bulk of the finds being associated with the footpath and general detritus form agricultural and later use.  The Parish Council agreed that all the finds be donated to Chippenham Museum and the modern spendable coinage be given to the Rec committee. 
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Elizabethan half groat
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Spanish coin

[image: image7.jpg]



Brass Tap
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Foot pattern
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Hunt button
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Leas token
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Medieval cauldron leg
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